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around its edges. This plain provided the land within which
the first Russian State was born, and over which it grew and
expanded. The lack of any pronounced physical features
which might have separated one part from another, and so
enabled another rival State-nucleus to develop,1 also served
to allow the expansion of the Russian State, without any
natural obstacles, over very great areas, while the strong
natural frontiers helped to shut off the Plain from the outside
world during the period of that expansion.

Only on the west was there no strong natural frontier, and
history records a continuous struggle throughout the centuries
against neighbouring states in order to establish a permanent
frontier where the East European Plain continues into
Western Europe.

The great size of the Plain also made possible the develop-
ment of large and long rivers. These were of the greatest
importance to a country possessing such a vast land territory,
and even to-day are valuable means of communication.
Climatic factors have also been given an immense stage upon
which to work, so that climatic regions are spread out on a
grand scale across enormous areas. These in turn correspond
closely to the major regions of national vegetation and to the
major zones of soil, and since they extend from Arctic to
sub-tropical latitudes, there are obvious and great possibilities
for many diverse types of agricultural development. Near
the junction of highland and plain there are important and
varied mineral deposits.

It should now be clear that the Russian Plain is of more
than mere academic significance.

THE RUSSIAN AND CENTRAL SIBERIAN
PLATFORMS
The Russian Plain is divided by the Urals into the East
European Plain and the West Siberian Lowland (see Fig. 2).
1 Small rival Slav principalities, separated by relatively weak barriers
(inter-moraine marshes), grew up in Central and North-west Russia, but
the weaker were conquered and absorbed by the stronger, and hence did
not continue to develop as independent states,